Review:

1. Thou shalt have no other ___________ before Me.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any _________   ________.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in _______.

4. Remember the _____________   _________ to keep it holy.

5. Honor thy __________and thy ______________.
6. Thou shalt not _________.

7. Thou shalt not commit _____________.

8. Thou shalt not ____________.

9. Thou shalt not ________   _____________  __________.

10. Thou shalt not ___________. 

Lesson 8: Commandment Two - Part 4
Now we move to the ___promise___of the keeping of the Commandments. 

I. (Exodus 20:6)  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them
    that love me, and keep my commandments.
A.  The promise of mercy is to those that __love__ Him.

1. Where you find Mercy you also find _truth___.
2. (Psalms 85:10)  Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
3. (2 John 1:3)  Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

B.  There is also the promise of mercy on them that
  _labor__ for Him. 

1. (1 Corinthians 15:58)  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
2. (Isaiah 65:23)  They shall not labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed of the LORD, and their offspring with them.
C.  There is the promise of mercy on them that are
  ___lawful________.
1. Note: Under this idea we see that “keeping the commandments” means to obey the revealed truth in Scripture. 
2. (2 Timothy 2:5)  And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.
3. (2 Timothy 4:7)  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
D.  Finally, there are three things that we will note in the
 lives of them that keep God’s commandments:

1. If we love Him we will keep His ___Word_____.

(John 14:15)  If ye love me, keep my commandments.
2. If we love Him we will know His _will______. 
(Psalms 119:105)  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
(John 14:23)  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
NOTE: God’s Word is His revealed will.  Thus, when one is keeping His Word, they are fulfilling His revealed will in their life.  Therefore, we can know God’s will by His Word. 

3. Finally, if we love Him, we will __worship__ Him.

(John 20:28)  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
(Psalms 95:6)  O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
Illustration: There is the story of a worker who was bent over in a ditch digging.  A voice from behind him said, “If you use a shorter-handled shovel you might do better in that tight spot.” The ditch digger, realizing that he was the one in the ditch, doing the work of digging, felt better qualified to make that decision, and thus without looking up replied, “Then climb in the ditch with me and show me.” At that point the unidentified speaker said, “I am sorry my good man, but there is not room for two of us in the ditch, much less you and that long-handled shovel.”  This infuriated the digger who turned to see the King standing there in his regal robes with an entourage about him. Immediately the worker fell to his knees pouring out apologies for speaking in such a manner to his King. Upon which the King replied, “Do not fear my good man.  Rather, from now on, address all men with respect.  But fail not to give due honor to whom honor is due.”  It is only when we finally see God as who He is that we will respect Him properly. 

Topics for further study:

1. Are you worshipping the Lord in the boundaries He has set up?  Read: John 4:23-24, and Philippians 3:3

2. Do you have any graven images in your home that affect how you view God? 

3. Are you “more careful” with the handling of those images simply because of how you perceive they represent God? 

4. Many people of the world bow their knees to physical images.  Are there things however that reside in our hearts that cause us to bow internally to wrong wishes and desires?  Idols of the heart are dangerous as well. 

(Matthew 7:20)  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. (Matthew 7:21)  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

(Matthew 7:22)  Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? (Matthew 7:23)  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
Lesson 9: Commandment Three - Part 1
(Exodus 20:7)  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.
Introduction: (Deuteronomy 28:58)  If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD;
God forbids false swearing, blasphemy and all profane, vain, trivial, light and irreverent uses of God’s name.  Any abuse of the sacred and holy name of God is forbidden.  The proper use of His name is confined to that which is sacred:


Prayer


Praise


Prophecy


Preaching


Teaching


Worship


Communion with the Saints


Any other activities that ultimately lead to the 


glorification of His person.

Our conversation about the Lord and His works should be the most common topic of discussion among the saints. 

(Malachi 3:16)  Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his name.
Light, humorous language about God ought to be shunned. Christian comedians are often in violation of this command and do not even realize it.  When God is included in a golf or fishing joke, and Jesus and Moses are flying a plane, or Moses is parting the bath water to find the soap, we have crossed over from sacred usages of the Word of God to the profane. 
Gary Larson with the Far Side comic strip used to be a favorite of mine.  However, after several strips with pictures supposedly representing God, either creating earth or having discussions with the devil, I laid him aside.  Mr. Larson would no more want someone doing a parody on the funeral services of his mother than I would want a comic strip about my Saviour.  There are sacred subjects, and thus the word “sacred.”
Definition:  Holy; pertaining to God or to His worship; separated from common secular uses and consecrated to God and His service; as a sacred place; a sacred day; a sacred feast; sacred service; entitled to reverence; venerable.
(Mathew 12:37)  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
(James 3:5)  Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!  (James 3:6)  And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.
I. Notice what the command encompasses: The Lord _Thy_
    God.  This includes all of us that belong to Him. 
II. The _person__ the command concerns: The Lord thy _God.
     It is the Lord God whose name we should not trivialize.

 God makes Himself known to us in several ways:
a. His __Word__
b. His Titles

c. His Attributes

d. His Ordinances

e. His __works_

There is the strict prohibition of this commandment: “Thou shalt
 __not_ take the name of the LORD thy God in vain;”
A.  The name of God stands for His _way_ and nature of 
  being.
B.  (Psalms 20:1)  <To the chief Musician, A Psalm of
  David.> The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble;
  the name of the God of Jacob defend thee;
C.  (Psalms 135:3)  Praise the LORD; for the LORD is
  good: sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant.
Lesson 9 Commandment 3 - Part 2
I. There is the seriousness of this command. 

A.  To “take His name” means to employ or make use of
 the name of God as the object of our thoughts or the
 subject of our speech. 

B.  To not take His name “in vain” is the _negative_way of 
 saying it must be held in the utmost awe and used in a
 holy manner in thought, word, and deed.

II.  The severe penalty of this command.

A.  Many think they are not _guilty_ of this sin. 

B.  Many think there is no _harm_ in this sin.

C.  They say, “it is only _words_.”

(Mathew 12:37)  For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned.
D.  Many think that they will not be called into judgment
 for this sin. 

(Exodus 20:7)  “… for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.”

(Romans 14:12)  So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
(Matthew 12:36)  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.
(2 Corinthians 5:10)  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
NOTE: God will not hold him guiltless.  God is the avenger of those who take His name in vain.  It will be a _fearful_ thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

Lesson 9: Commandment 3 - Part 3

There are at least two duties required to keep this commandment:

I. One is that we are required to make _mention_ of His name. 

        We use His name in:

A.  Public Worship. 

(Psalms 7:17)  I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high.
(Psalms 100:4)  Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
B.  Private Worship.

When we pray and teach in our homes. 

C.  _Public_ declarations of God. 

(Deuteronomy 32:3)  Because I will publish the name of the LORD: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 

(Psalms 102:15)  So the heathen shall fear the name of the LORD, and all the kings of the earth thy glory. 
(They most likely will not _fear_ something that we don’t honor!)
D.  _Prayers_ offered unto the Lord. 
(John 14:13)  And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. (John 14:14)  If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
(Matthew 6:9)  After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
E.  Personal religious _oaths__.
 Luke 13:35, Deut. 12:11

F. Promises that are solemn _vows_.

(Deuteronomy 23:21)  When thou shalt vow a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.
(Deuteronomy 6:13)  Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.
(Leviticus 19:12)  And ye shall not swear by my name falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.
1. Consider court room vows before a testimony.

2. Consider wedding vows before an assembly of witnesses. 

II.  Concerning the duties of keeping this command was first, 

      that we mention his name honorably and second, that
      we prohibit all:
A.  Dishonoring __thoughts__ of God. 

1. It is not just our words, but our thoughts. 

2. It is not just our words and thoughts, but even the intent of our hearts. 

(Psalms 10:4)  The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.
B.  Continually _wicked_ thoughts. 

(Genesis 6:5)  And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
C.  Blasphemous mention of God’s _name__: Remember the definition of “blaspheme”: To speak of the Supreme Being in terms of impious irreverence; to revile or speak reproachfully of God, or the Holy Spirit.
(Leviticus 24:16)  And he that blasphemeth the name of the LORD, he shall surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the LORD, shall be put to death.
Lesson 9: Commandment 3 - Part 4

Let us now examine a few ways that man promises with his lips to serve or follow God, and yet does not.  Many claim to make professions in God’s name, even say -- “Yes, I believe Jesus is my Saviour” -- and yet do not do the works of the Lord. 
I. False profession—Hypocrisy.

A. Many profess salvation in the name of the Lord and
     don’t really know Him.
     (Matthew 7:21)  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord,
     Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
     doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven
  .  (Matthew 7:22)  Many will say to me in that day, Lord,
      Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy
      name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
      wonderful works? (Matthew 7:23)  And then will I
      profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
      ye that work iniquity.
 B.  Many profess salvation and there is no fruit.
      (Matthew 3:8)  Bring forth therefore fruits meet for
       repentance:
      (Luke 3:8)  Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of 
       repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We
       have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That 
       God is able of these stones to raise up children unto
       Abraham.

               (James 2:20)  But wilt thou know, O vain man, that
                faith without works is dead?
C.  Some have even claimed to have done great works in
 His name; thus, this is a form of using His name in
 vain when they lie.
     (Luke 13:26)  Then shall ye begin to say, We have
      eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast
      taught in our streets. (Luke 13:27)  But he shall say,
      I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from
      me, all ye workers of iniquity.


     (Matthew 7:22)  Many will say to me in that day,
     Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and
     in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name
     done many wonderful works? (Matthew 7:23)  And 
     then will I profess unto them, I never knew you:
     depart from me, ye that work iniquity.
II.  Not only a false profession can cause us to take His name
     in vain, but false promises—covenant breaking.  Breaking
     a covenant is serious as we swear by the greater when we 
     make an oath or vow.  Many start things in the name of the
     Lord and quit.  This is vain or empty. 

A.  Promising to serve Him and turning back.

(Luke 9:62)  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
(Hebrews 10:38)  Now the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.
(Numbers 30:2)  If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.
B.  Promising you would _go_ where He commands and 
 not going. 

(Matthew 21:28)  But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard. (Matthew 21:29)  He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. (Matthew 21:30)  And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. (Matthew 21:31)  Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you.
With a clear command not to use _idle_ words [(Matthew 12:36)  But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.] we see a rash of swearing either on God’s name, His attributes, Mary, and other biblical items: 

1. I swear on a stack of Bibles.

2. I swear on my mother’s grave.

3. I swear by the stars in heaven.

4. I swear to God.

C.  Using God’s name as a _curse__ word. 

(Proverbs 30:9)  Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD?  (Here we see a person who has no known needs and forgets God) or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.  (Cursing attached to stealing.  Crimes usually beget crimes.)

God’s name is used profanely when:

1. It is used as a_charm_. “Help me Jesus!”

2. Used to cast a spell.

3. Used for jest or humor.
4. When making fun of sacred or holy things. “That stupid preacher!” or “Those idiots out at that church!”

(Deuteronomy 32:15)  But Jeshurun (meaning upright, most likely to remind Israel as to what they were supposed to be) waxed fat, and kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art covered with fatness; then he forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation.
(Acts 12:21)  And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them. (Acts 12:22)  And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. (Acts 12:23)  And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost.
D.  We can use God’s name in vain when He alone is due  glory, and we ascribe it to another.
(Psalms 148:13)  Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.

(Psalms 138:2)  I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

(Philippians 2:9)  Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: (Philippians 2:10)  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;
1. This can happen when we promote the church above God Himself. 

2. Promoting Christian leaders above God.

3. Promoting education, degrees, and positions. 

Conclusion: Many Christians are guilty of tritely saying words they may not even realize are vain uses of God’s name. 
1. “Oh my God!”



4. “Jesus Christ!”
2. “Lord Jesus!”



5. “Jeez”
3. “Why, Lord yes.”


6. “My Gosh”
The Lord will not hold guiltless the one who takes His name in vain. 
(Psalms 109:17)  As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him.

(Psalms 109:18)  As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his bowels like water, and like oil into his bones.
(Jeremiah 23:10)  For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right.
Questions for consideration:

1. Do our television-watching habits promote the misuse of God’s name? 
2. Does it further tempt us to say things we ought not?

3. What phrases have you casually used that you will now consider more carefully?

4. Have you adversely impacted your family by swearing an oath, only to break that promise so casually that you seem not to care? 
Commandment 4
Exodus 20:8-11
Introduction:

This commandment denotes that God is the sovereign Lord of our time and is to be used and employed by us just as He has here specified. 

Note:  The command consists of two parts:

1. Six days shalt thou labor and do thy _work_. 

2. But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any _work_. 

a. The revealed will of God is that man should work, not idle away his time; that he should work not one or two days a week, but that his full week should be employed with productive activities. 

b. A puritanical phrase was, “He who never _works_ is unfitted for worship.”
c. We understand clearly the scripture, (2Thessalonians  3:10)  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.
d. There will be greater _value_ placed upon the seventh day if the previous six are used for the glory of God as well.
e. It will be seen that the appointing of the Sabbath was not any arbitrary restriction upon man’s freedom but a merciful provision for his_good_. 

f. The Sabbath is designed as a day of _gladness_ and not of _gloom_. 

(1.) The Pharisees changed the Sabbath from a day of joy to a day of gloom.  They had more than 1500 rigid rules worked out concerning the Sabbath. 
(2.) If a man’s ox fell into the ditch on the Sabbath, he might pull him out; but if the man fell into the ditch, he had to stay there until the Sabbath was over!

(3.) If a man should take a sup of vinegar to relieve his toothache he had broken the Sabbath.
(4.) If a man was bitten by a flea he was compelled to permit the little pest to keep on biting him all day.  He was guilty of sin if he killed it or did anything to make it stop biting him!
Lesson 10: Commandment 4 - Part 1
Three classes of work are observed on this day. 

1. Works of Necessity.  Those things done to survive. 

(Luke 13:15)  The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?
2. Works of Mercy.  Those works toward others who are in need. 

(Luke 14:5)  And answered them, saying, Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?
3. Works of worship.  The pattern set by the New Testament church was that they would gather on the first day of the week and worship. 

a. The Jews were given the seventh day of the week for worship. 

b. Any study of modern calendars will reveal a discrepancy today as to which is the seventh day from creation. 

c. Saturday is not, then, necessarily the day prescribed by God but rather the seventh. 

d. The Gentiles were under no such obligation to recognize the Sabbath day of the Jews but made a particular point to unite on the first day of the week, which for us is now Sunday. 

e. This was in answer to the fact of the _resurrection_ of Jesus Christ on the first day of the week. 

f. Many mistakenly say, “The reason I don’t come to church is I am tired and need to rest on the “day of rest.” 

g. However clever this may sound, the “day of rest” simply meant a day a cessation from _normal_ activities.  Church attendance is not a normal daily activity.
h. When God “rested” on the seventh day, He was not _tired_ but ceased His creative activity. 

i. Be careful of making much out of those who choose Saturday or Sunday as their “sabbath” as we are instructed in the word: (Colossians 2:16) Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: (Colossians 2:17) Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.
(1.) Those laws that were binding to the Jews were not binding to the Gentile believers nor to those Jews converted under the gospel dispensation. 

(2.) We must be aware that forsaking the assembling of ourselves is a danger, but there is also the danger of sabbatizing a day and calling a brother unholy who does not recognize your day. 
NOTE:  Those who uphold the sanctity of the Lord’s Day being Sunday and that we meet to worship on that day have an honorable pedigree.
The following is a list of those who have spoken strongly concerning the matter of Sunday being the Lord’s Day for worship among the Christian community (the list is incomplete):
The early church from the time of the resurrection and for the next 1500 years. 

John Bunyan

John Calvin

Martin Luther

Jonathan Edwards

Robert Murray M’Cheyne

Charles Haddon Spurgeon

John Owen

Andrew Murray

Arthur Pink

John Gill

Matthew Henry

Richard Baxter
Ian Paisley
Lord Shaftesbury, the great factory reformer

William Wilberforce, renowned for the emancipation of the
  slaves (In fact on Sunday he went to church twice and would neither
  travel nor discuss politics except in gravest emergencies.  He argued
  that the best part of Sunday should be spent in self-examination and 
  part be spent in kindness to strangers or friends.)
Wilbur and Orville Wright (Incidentally, the King of Spain came all
  the way to America to see their plane fly.  He set a date, but was told,
  the Wright brothers NEVER would consider flying on Sunday, for that 
  is the Lord’s day, to which, the King said, “then Monday shall be 
  fine!”)
Eric Liddell (The film industry has highlighted the courage of this man
  who would sacrifice an Olympic medal rather than run on the Lord’s
  day.)

We must not be trite concerning the Lord’s day; the setting aside of one in seven for worship. 

Lesson 11: Commandment 4 - Part 2
Now we will look at an examination of some scriptures.
(Isaiah 58:13)  If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: (Isaiah 58:14)  Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.
Paraphrased from Barnes’ notes on the Bible:

I. It is to be of _perpetual_ obligation. 
A.  The whole chapter occurs in the midst of statements that
  relate to the times of the_Messiah_. 
1. There is no intimation that the Sabbath was to be abolished, 
2. But it is fairly implied that its observance was to be attended with most happy results in those future times. 
B.  At all events, Isaiah regarded it as of binding obligation,
 and felt that its proper observance was identified with
 the national welfare.


II.  We may see the manner in which the Sabbath is to be
     observed.  In no place in the Bible is there a more full
     account of the proper mode of keeping that holy day.
A.  We are to refrain from ordinary traveling and
 employments.
B.  We are not to engage in doing our own pleasure. 
C.  We are to regard it with delight and to esteem it a day
 worthy to be honored. 
D.  We are to show respect to it by not performing our own
 ordinary works, or pursuing pleasures, or engaging in
 the common topics of conversation. 
E.  In this description there occurs nothing of unique Jewish
 ceremony and nothing which indicates that it is not to
 be observed in this manner at all times. 
F.  Under the gospel, assuredly, it is as proper to celebrate
 the Sabbath in this way as it was in the times of Isaiah,
 and God doubtless intended that it should be perpetually
 observed in this manner.
III. Important benefits result from the right observance of the Sabbath. 
A.  In the passage before us, these are said to be that they
 who thus observed it would find pleasure in Yahweh
 and would be signally prospered and be safe. 
B.  But those benefits are by no means confined to the
 Jewish people.  It is as true now as it was then that
 they who observe the Sabbath in a proper manner find
 happiness in the Lord - in His existence, perfections,
 promises, law, and in communion with Him – which
 is to be found nowhere else. 
C.  Of this fact there are abundant witnesses now in every
 Christian church, and they will continue to be
 multiplied in every coming age. 
D.  And it is as true that the proper observance of the
 Sabbath contributes to the prosperity and safety of a
 nation now as it ever did among the Jewish people. 
1. It is not merely from the fact that God promises to bless the people who keep His holy day, though this is of more value to a nation than all its armies and fleets, but it is that there is much in the institution itself that tends to the welfare and prosperity of a country.
2. It is a time when worldliness is broken in upon by a periodical season of rest and when the thoughts are left free to contemplate higher and purer objects. 
3. It is a time when more instruction is imparted on moral and religious subjects than on all the other days of the week put together. 
4. The public worship of God tends to enlarge the intellect and purify the heart. 
5. No institution has ever been originated that has contributed so much to 
a. Elevate the common mind, 
b. To diffuse order, 
c. Peace, 
d. Neatness, 
e. Decency among people, 
f. And thus to perpetuate and extend all that is valuable in society, as the Sabbath. 
E. Anyone may be convinced of this who will compare a neighborhood, a village, or a city where the Sabbath is not observed with one where it is.  The difference will convince him at once that society owes more to the Sabbath than to any other single institution and that, in no way possible, can one-seventh portion of the time be so well employed as in the manner contemplated by the Christian day of rest.
IV. Society will have seasons of cessation from labor and when they are not made occasions for the promotion of virtue, they will be for the promotion of vice.  Thus among the Romans an annual Saturnalia was granted to all as a season of relaxation from toil and even from the restraints of morality, besides many other days of periodical rest from labor.
V.     Leading to our next to the last point on this particular verse, even the pagan nations practiced a cessation on the seventh day. 
A.  Extensively among pagan nations also, the seventh
 day of the week, or a seventh portion of the time, has
 been devoted to such relaxation. 
1. Hesiod said, ‘The seventh day ‘is holy.’ 
2. Homer and Callimachus gave it the same title. 
3. Philo said of the seventh: - ‘It is a feast, not of one city or one country only, but of all.’ 
4. Josephus (Contra Apion. ii.), said, ‘There is no city, however barbarous, where the custom of observing the seventh day which prevails among the Jews is not also observed.’ 
5. Theophilus of Antioch (ii.), said, ‘Concerning the seventh day, which all people celebrate.’ 
6. Eusebius said, ‘Almost all the philosophers and poets acknowledge the seventh day as holy.’ See Grotius, De Veritate, i.
B.  It is evident that this custom did not originate by
 chance nor was it kept up by chance. 
1. It must have been originated by far-spreading tradition and must have been observed either because the day was esteemed to be holy, 
2. Or because it was found to be convenient or advantageous to observe such a periodical season of rest. 
C.  In accordance with this feeling, even the French
 nation during the Revolution, while they abolished
 the Christian Sabbath, felt so deeply the necessity of a
 periodical rest from labor, that they appointed the
 decade - or one day in ten - to be observed as a day of
 relaxation and amusement. 
D.  Whatever, therefore, may have been the origin of the
 Sabbath and whatever may be the views which may
 be entertained of its sacredness, it is now reduced to a
 moral certainty that people will have a periodical
 season of cessation from labor.
1. The only question is, in what way shall it be observed? 
2. Shall it be devoted to 
a. Amusement, 
b. Pleasure, and vice; 
3. Or shall it be employed in the ways of 
a. Intelligence, 
b. Virtue, 
c. And religion? 
E.  It is evident that such a periodical relaxation may be
 made the occasion of immense good to any
 community, and it is not less evident that it may be
 the occasion of extending far the evils of 
 intemperance, profaneness, licentiousness, and crime. 
F.  It is vain to attempt to blot out wholly the observance
 of the Christian Sabbath; and since it will and must be 
 observed as a day of cessation from toil, all that
 remains is for society to avail itself of the advantages
 which may be derived from its proper observance
 and to make it the handmaid of temperance,
 intelligence, social order, and pure religion.
G.  The perpetuity of the true religion and its extension
 throughout the Earth, is identified with the observance of the Sabbath.
1. And every true friend of God the Saviour, as he values his own peace and as he prizes the religion which he professes to love, is bound to restrain his foot on the Sabbath; 
2. To cease to find his own pleasure, 
3. And to speak his own words on that holy day; 
4. And to show that the Sabbath is to him a delight, 
5. And that he esteems it as a day to be honored and to be loved.

Lesson 12: Commandment 4 - Part 3
Now we will observe the New Testament teaching: 
(Mark 2:24)  And the Pharisees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the sabbath day that which is not lawful? (Mark 2:25)  And he said unto them, Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungred, he, and they that were with him? (Mark 2:26)  How he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him? (Mark 2:27)  And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath: (Mark 2:28) Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath.
1.  Not one command of the Ten Commandments is cancelled
 under the New Testament dispensation. 
2.  This has been argued by many simply because we don’t
  find the fourth commandment repeated at the Sermon on
  the Mount. 

3.  This is poor reasoning, particularly when the above verses
 are considered. 

4.  Jesus is protecting the fourth command from misuse by the
 Pharisees.  (Remember from our introduction the many 
 misuses the Pharisees subjected the fourth command to?)

5.  The Sabbath is now identified as being for man.

  A. This is a boon for man.

  B.  He was granted this originally to prevent over-
        exertion.
      C. This is for body and soul.
1. Rest and refreshment for the one,
2. Instruction and edification for the other. 

6.  There are few of the Saviour’s direct commands and
  restatements that is so clear!

  A. The Sabbath is for man, not for man to be slave to it,
        but for man to benefit from it.
  
   B. God has said He would “have mercy and not
        sacrifice.”

   1.  Meaning, if there was a need to suspend the
        Sabbath for the sake of man’s need, then the law
        would be superseded for man’s care.
   2.  We see this as Jesus puts the Pharisees to the test:
        (Luke 13:14)  And the ruler of the synagogue
        answered with indignation, because that Jesus had
        healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the
      people, There are six days in which men ought to
     work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not
     on the sabbath day. (Luke 13:15)  The Lord then
     answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not
     each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass
     from the stall, and lead him away to watering?
C.   However, this is not to become an excuse to do as we
  please on that day!

1. Rather we continue to obey the command that it be kept holy.

2. We are to direct our thoughts toward worship.

3. It is our “type” of the final rest we will enter into. 

4. If that final rest is to be worshiping before the Lord, let our best efforts, though frail as they are, be directed toward Him on this glorious day!
21

