For the Student: 

Withhold comments unless directly related to the subject being discussed. 
Do not be contentious. Gendering strife does not reflect well on a believer. 

Endeavor to keep the peace, without compromise. 
Before asking a question, lift your hand, and get the teachers attention, so as to maintain order. (The teacher needs to keep his train of thought.)

Ladies, if there is a matter that you do not understand, write down the question and ask your husband at home. (1 Corinthians 14:35)

Therefore men, it is incumbent upon you that you become an avid student of the Word of God. 
The blessing of this is evident: It will encourage Biblical discussion in your home, as well as demand that the husband study and pray. 

If you have no husband, ask the teacher at the close of class, or at another appropriate time.
Review:

1. Thou shalt have no other ___________ before Me.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any _________   ________.

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in _______.

4. Remember the _____________   _________ to keep it holy.

5. Honor thy __________and thy ______________.

6. Thou shalt not _________.

7. Thou shalt not commit _____________.

8. Thou shalt not ____________.

9. Thou shalt not ________   _____________  __________.

10. Thou shalt not ___________. 

Commandment 10
Exo 20:1  And God spake all these words, saying, 

Exo 20:2  I am the LORD thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

Exo 20:17  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.

[image: image1.jpg]


                 [image: image2.jpg]


                        [image: image3.jpg]



Introduction:
In our exposition of the previous commandments, we have pointed out that while their actual terms are confined to the forbidding of outward acts, the scope of each takes in the condemnation of any tendency that may LEAD to the outward act. 

This command starts with the heart, that leads to the commission of all the sins mentioned previously. [image: image4.jpg]



Defined: To desire inordinately; to desire that which it is unlawful to obtain or possess; in a bad sense.
This command is strictly targeting the heart. It is where our troubles begin. 

Notice the warning of Jesus concerning the heart: 

Mat 15:18  But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man.
Mar 7:20  And he said, That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. 

Mar 7:21  For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

Mar 7:22  Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

Mar 7:23  All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

Thus conversion is a heart matter: Act 28:27  For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.
Let us review each commandment briefly: 

1.
Exo 20:3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

This shows us the Person of our worship. (A negative command, Thou shalt not)

2.
Exo 20:4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

Exo 20:5  Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Exo 20:6  And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

This gives us the program of our worship, or the way in which God is to be worshipped by using a negative command (Thou shalt not.)

3.
Exo 20:7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
This reveals to us the practice of worship, or according to His revealed will. As well, our honor of His very name and person is expressed, again with a negative command. 

4.
Exo 20:8  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Exo 20:9  Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 

Exo 20:10  But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates:

Exo 20:11  For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

This command shows us a time of rest, or cessation is necessary. While we cease from our regular activities we pause to particularly focus on worship, setting aside distractions and fleshly enjoyments for a season of attention to the divine things i.e. preaching, singing, edification, encouragement, prayer, reading etc. 
This is the first positive command. 
5.
Exo 20:12  Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
This command, again is a positive command, and sets up the obligation we owe our parents. It is also the first command with a promise. 

6.
Exo 20:13  Thou shalt not kill.
Operation within society is established, and that no hurt should be done to others without a cause. 

7.
Exo 20:14  Thou shalt not commit adultery.
Purity within society is established. Family is maintained, and faithfulness is upheld. There can only be order in society when the family unit is protected and the people are chaste. 

8.
Exo 20:15  Thou shalt not steal.
This deals with ownership of property and resources. The society that allows thievery will soon degenerate to a completely selfish society. 
As well, property rights are established with this negative command, by suggesting that to own something is not wrong. Thus socialism and even communism is thus forbidden by this command, as each reduces property rights to that of the state only. 
9.
Exo 20:16  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.
The rule of love is established in this negative command, by reminding us that truth must always be spoken, and we are to speak it in love. 
Most directly, this has to do with slandering under oath against an individual, as happened to Christ by His enemies. But also, it covers a wide range of speech sins, such as gossip, backbiting, lying, deception, and trickery. 

10.
Exo 20:17  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.
This is the command we are presently studying, it is a heart command from a negative stance. It has to do with our motivation more than direct action. It also has to do with secret intents of the heart. 
Lesson 1 The Tenth Commandment

I.
This commandment forbids covetousness in General, but in particular, actually names certain things not to covet. 

A.
Thomas Watson states “It is lawful to use the world, yea, and to desire so much of it as may keep us from the temptation of poverty: “Give me not poverty, lest I steal and take the name of my God in Vain” (Prov. 30:8; and as may enable us to honour God with works of mercy.”
B.
But the danger is when the world gets into our heart. Again, Watson states, “Water is useful for the sailing of the ship: all the danger is when the water gets into the ship; so the fear is when the world gets into the heart, thus God speaks: Thou shalt not covet.”
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C.
There are two words in the Greek that set forth the nature of Covetousness:

1.
Pleonexia: An insatiable desire of getting the world. To desire more than is enough.

2.
Phylarguria: An inordinate love of the world, making the world an idol. 
II.
Six things that show a man given over to covetousness. 


1.
When his thoughts are wholly taken up with the world. 

a.
When a man’s thoughts are of heaven, he will live with heaven in mind. Careful to observe the commands and be gentle toward his fellow man, realizing that at the next moment he may give an account of his actions here. This man is said to be “heavenly minded.”

[image: image6.jpg]



b.
When a man’s min is taken with the world, he will think of what will most please him. He will plot and project about the things of life, that will satisfy his deepest longing. He is like the virgin who cannot complete her home duties because her mind is upon a future man. 
c.
The man taken up with the world, lives distracted from faithful actions that point others to heaven. 
d.
He will not be a witness of heaven, but of earth. 

e.
He will not speak of heavenly riches, but of earthly gain and how to achieve it. 

f.
He will not speak of earthly actions that are to bring reward in heaven, but of the opposite; Earthly actions that will bring earthly reward. 

2.
The man will take more pains for getting earth than heaven. 


a.
He will miss sleep and take weary steps to gain the world. 

b.
It was said of the ancient Gauls who inhabited France, once they tasted the wine of Italy, traveled months, and lost many lives on the journey to arrive in Italy to claim the vineyards. 
c.
 A man bent on having the world looks at salvation like Jerusalem looked at defending their own city, Nah 3:12  All thy strong holds shall be like fig trees with the firstripe figs: if they be shaken, they shall even fall into the mouth of the eater. In other words, if Salvation could fall into their mouth like a ripe fig, without having to give any pleasures up, they would have it. Otherwise, forget it. 

3.
A man is given to covetousness when all his discourse is about the world. 

a.
Joh 3:31  He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 
b.
A covetous man’s speech betrays him as said of Peter who denied his Lord, “Thy speech betrayeth thee.”
c.
Our words are looking glasses into our hearts. 

4.
A man is given to covetousness when he sets his heart upon things, that for the love of them, he will part with heavenly; for the “wedge of gold”, he will part with the “pearl of great price”. 
a.
When Christ said in Matthew 19 to the young man, “Sell all, and come and follow me” the young man went away sorrowful. He loved things more than Christ. 

b.
It was said by Cardinal Bourbon that he would “forego his part in paradise, if he might keep his cardinalship in  Paris.” 
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Cardinal Bourbon
c.
When a man will not let go of his own dreams and aspirations for Christ, it is a clear case that he has the demon of covetousness. 

d.
When will we say, “Let us work in the shadow of fame and wealth, that we may later bask in the light of Christ and his covenant?”

5.
A man is given to covetousness when he overloads himself with worldly business. 
[image: image8.jpg]



a.
This is the man who has too many irons in the fire, and simply says, he cannot serve the Lord faithfully. 

b.
He can take time to eat, but not to pray. He can take time to sleep, but not read the word. He can find time for leisure, but no time for worship. 

c.
When he cumbers himself about with too many things, he has not time for his soul, and will lose it. Thus he is like Martha, who missed hearing Jesus because she was “too busy.”

6.
He is given to covetousness  whose heart is set upon the world, that to get the world, he cares not what unlawful deeds he must commit to get it. 

a.
Hos. 12 says, Hos 12:7  He is a merchant, the balances of deceit are in his hand: he loveth to oppress.
 b.
As long as he gets ahead in the worldly sense, he is satisfied, even if it means taking another’s estate. 

Lesson 2 The Tenth Commandment

I.
Here in the final command we see that God is not interested in what we do only, but also what we think, and what is in our heart. This commandment thus, imposes a law upon our heart and mind, forbidding us to so much as lust after whatever he has forbidden us to do. 

A.
God is much more interested in the heart of man than the outward acts of man. He knows that the heart that is in tune with God will control the hands of man. 

Mat 12:34  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
Mat 15:19  For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: 

Mat 15:20  These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.
Notice, it is not the outward filthy hands, but the inward filthy heart that defiles a man. 

B.
One of the most common sins of the ages has been that of covetousness. Christ had a great deal to say about this sin. 

Luk 12:15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

C.
The above verse tells us that the measure of a man is not in the things he possesses. Yet this is what man uses to determine “success.” 

D.
List three things you think determines the measure of a man as far as success is concerned:


1.


2.



3.

Luk 16:19  There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day: 

Luk 16:20  And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores, 

Luk 16:21  And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 

Luk 16:22  And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; 

Luk 16:23  And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 
E.
One can be considered “rich” by worldly standards and yet that person can utterly fail and find himself in hell. 

II.
In one sense it is perfectly good to covet. Paul deals with it in 1 Corinthians 12:
1Co 12:31  But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way. 
A.
Paul’s exposition of Charity in the next chapter leads to the conclusion that there are three things that must be focused upon: 

1Co 13:13  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.



B.
There is nothing wrong in desiring the very best God has for you. The truth is, you can have the very best God has for you without injuring your neighbor. 
C.
In reality, those who have the best that God wants, are a blessing to their neighbors. 

III.
There are a few things worthy to covet:


A.
The knowledge of God

B.
The smile of God’s approval

C.
The rich blessings of God


D.
The likeness of Christ in one’s life


E.
An Eternal home with God

IV.
If we fail to have strong desires to please God, there is a heart issue already. Such issues lead to death both physical and spiritual. 

Lesson 3 The Tenth Commandment
I.
We know that when one breaks one commandment he is guilty of all the commands: 
Jas 2:10  For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
Therefore, every commandment is broken by the commission of the Tenth Commandment as shown below:
A.
1st Commandment: Thou shalt have no other gods before me. The covetous man has more gods than one; Mammon is his god. He has a god of gold, therefore he is an idolater. 

Col 3:5  Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry: 


B.
2nd Commandment: Thou shalt not make unto the any graven image, thou shalt not bow down thyself to them. A covetous man bows not down to a graven image in a church or at a pagan altar, but rather the image engraved upon his coin. 

C.
3rd Commandment: Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.  Absalom’s design was to get his father’s crown, which was covetousness; but he talked of paying his “vow to God” which was to take Gods name in vain.  Many men use the cloak of religion as their disguise for covetousness. 
D.
4th Commandment: Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. As Thomas Watson states, “He will count up his accounts on the Sabbath” He will run his business as though it were any other day of the week, without regard to the Lord’s day and demand of one day in Seven to rest. 
E.
5th Commandment: Honor thy father and thy mother. Reducing parents to poverty, by careless spending, or misuse of property such as cars, houses, bank accounts in order to please yourself first. The parents hang their heads in shame at the mention of this type of child’s name. 
F.
6th Commandment: Thou shalt not kill. Covetous Ahab killed Naboth to get his vineyard in 1 Kings 21:13. When we hate another, Jesus said this is murder in our hearts. Thus, when our neighbor’s estate is coveted and we harbor hate toward his wealth, or his position, we murder him in our hearts.  “Many have swam through rivers of blood to get to the crown.”
G.
7th Commandment: Thou shalt not commit adultery. Looking on a woman to lust after her, is covetousness of heart, thus adultery in the most real sense. It is not “virtual” adultery but an adultery already committed in the heart! 

Mat 5:28  But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.

H.
8th Commandment: Thou shalt not steal. Achan stole the wedge of gold. Notice who are lumped together by Paul:
1Co 6:9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

1Co 6:10  Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

I.
9th Commandment: Thou shalt not bear false witness. What makes a perjurer take a false oath when on the witness stand? An inordinate desire for gain. Either his own freedom, or the reward from another. This is the depth of covetousness, that one would lie to gain. 
J.
Commandment 10, goes without saying. This man covets both neighbors intangibles and tangible goods alike. 


1.
He wishes to have possessions that are not his. 


2.
He even wishes to have the life that another lives. 

3.
Matthew Henry calls it one of the Mother-sins: birthing every one of the sins found mentioned in Scripture. 

II.
Thus, Fruit of this son includes, but is not limited to:


A.
Lying


B.
Stealing

C.
Murder


D.
Adultery

E.
Wars
Jas 4:1  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

Jas 4:2  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 

Jas 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

Jas 4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

Jas 4:5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 

Lesson 4 The Tenth Commandment
I.
When one covets something, in a bad sense, it is manifested in many ways. 

A.
One will put the physical above the spiritual. 


B.
Putting the gain of material goods above God.

C.
Being concerned more about man’s glory than God’s glory.

D.
Putting the making of money above the saving of 

souls.
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E.
Seeking first and earthly kingdom instead of the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

II.
Let us follow two men and see the path of Covetousness: Ahab and Haman.

A.
Ahab was the king of Samaria, yet when he coveted the vineyard of Naboth he become despondent and acted in a wretched manner. 

Read 1 Kings 21 and notice how low a covetous heart can take a man. 

B.
Haman, who was one of the top men in the kingdom began to covet the fame of Mordecai and became angry and acted the fool. Because of this, it cost him his life. 

[image: image10.jpg]



Read Esther 3 1-5 and Esther 7:10
1.
The story is clear. Haman wanted what was appointed to Mordecai. 

2.
Because he did not get it, he acted foolishly and incurred the wrath of the king. 

3.
The very gallows he built for Mordecai became the tool of death for him!

II.
As we saw last week, Covetous hearts are the fundamental cause of all wars. 


A.
Men and nations have sold out principal and character for material gain. 

B.
To wreck society is okay with a covetous man, as long as he can enjoy his profit. Even if it cost the lives of other men. 
Jas 4:1  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

Jas 4:2  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 

Jas 4:3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

Jas 4:4  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

Jas 4:5  Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 

C.
Do not turn from God and follow covetousness, as it has destroyed both home and country. 

Mic 2:1  Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand. 

Mic 2:2  And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage.

Mic 2:3  Therefore thus saith the LORD; Behold, against this family do I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks; neither shall ye go haughtily: for this time is evil.
Deu 11:26  Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse; 

Deu 11:27  A blessing, if ye obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I command you this day: 

Deu 11:28  And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, which ye have not known. 

D.
Covetousness will blind you to things you never imagined you would do. 
1.
David saw Bathsheba and coveted something that was not his. 

2.
After his sin, he then coveted secrecy and murdered. 
3.
After Murder, he coveted honor and lied to cover his tracks. 

E.
Covetousness has an insatiable appetite that can never be fully satisfied. 

Pro 27:20  Hell and destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied. 
F.
The reason our nation tolerates such wicked sins such as sodomy, abortion, drunkenness, fraud and lying is because of covetousness.  Unless we repent, we can expect the full hand of God against us and the supposed  freedoms we enjoy. 
[image: image11.jpg]



Lesson 5 The Tenth Commandment
I.
Covetousness causes one to doubt the truth of God’s word. 
Psa 10:3  For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth.


A.
Causes one to not believe that God will punish sin. 

Psa 2:1  Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 

Psa 2:2  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,

Psa 2:3  Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 

Psa 2:4  He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision. 

Psa 2:9  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel. 

B.
Causes one to believe that God will not KEEP his word. 

2Pe 3:1  This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

2Pe 3:2  That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour: 

2Pe 3:3  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, 

2Pe 3:4  And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

2Pe 3:5  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: 

2Pe 3:6  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: 

2Pe 3:7  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 

2Pe 3:8  But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. 

2Pe 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

2Pe 3:11  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

2Pe 3:12  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? 

2Pe 3:13  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

2Pe 3:14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

C.
Causes one to believe that there is more than one way of salvation. 
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1.
Many want honor along with their salvation, thus if they can get recognized in the process they will profess Christ. Salvation is not a publicity stunt. 
2.
As well, when one believes that through his salvation, he may gain power:

Act 8:18  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 

Act 8:19  Saying, Give me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghost. 

Act 8:20  But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money. 

Act 8:21  Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 

Act 8:22  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee. 

Act 8:23  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.

D.
Covetousness causes one to desire to profit off another’s demise. Notice here, a messenger was hoping for money or position to report Saul’s death in vs. 10, and then in vs. 11-12 we see what happened to the men who killed Ishbosheth, Saul’s son. These men desired reward as well, and killed a man to get it. 
2Sa 4:10  When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold of him, and slew him in Ziklag, who thought that I would have given him a reward for his tidings:

2Sa 4:11  How much more, when wicked men have slain a righteous person in his own house upon his bed? shall I not therefore now require his blood of your hand, and take you away from the earth? 

2Sa 4:12  And David commanded his young men, and they slew them, and cut off their hands and their feet, and hanged them up over the pool in Hebron. But they took the head of Ishbosheth, and buried it in the sepulchre of Abner in Hebron.
II.
Covetousness disrupts the balance of society. 
Pro 21:25  The desire of the slothful killeth him; for his hands refuse to labour. 

Pro 21:26  He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not. 

A.
Covetousness disturbs our social society---always trying to get what the other has because of jealousy.

 1Ti 6:10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

1Ti 6:11  But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. 

B.
Covetousness disturbs our moral society---fornication, adultery, in fact all kinds of fleshly sins are included: Pornography, lust, inordinate desires. 

Lev 20:10  And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife, even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.
C.
Covetousness disturbs our ability to feel safe simply conducting business, walking down the street, 
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or enjoying a time of leisure outside our home for fear of those that might take an innocent man and make profit. Listen to what the covetous wicked man plans:
Pro 1:10  My son, if sinners entice thee, consent thou not. 

Pro 1:11  If they say, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: 

Pro 1:12  Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 

Pro 1:13  We shall find all precious substance, we shall fill our houses with spoil: 

Pro 1:14  Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse: 

Pro 1:15  My son, walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot from their path: 

Pro 1:16  For their feet run to evil, and make haste to shed blood. 

Pro 1:17  Surely in vain the net is spread in the sight of any bird. 

Pro 1:18  And they lay wait for their own blood; they lurk privily for their own lives.

Pro 1:19  So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners thereof.

III.
Covetousness can be an indication that one is bitter.
A.
A previous example was in Acts 8, where Simon wanted to have the power of the apostles. He coveted it for the wrong reasons, and Peter identified the reason in vs. 23:

Act 8:23  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.

B.
As well, this man was trapped in Iniquity!

C.
Bitterness then, can cause us to do wickedly, when we don’t get what others have received. Cain Coveted the response from God, that Able his brother got and it led to murder. 
Gen 4:3  And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the LORD. 

Gen 4:4  And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering: 

Gen 4:5  But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

Gen 4:6  And the LORD said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen? 

Gen 4:7  If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

Gen 4:8  And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 

D.
Bitterness, because we do not get what we want in church, can be a clear indication that we are coveting. If a person does not get the recognition they want, the pats on the back or appreciation they think they deserve, they will become angry, spiteful, and this is nothing more than blatant covetousness. They want the recognition someone else has. 

3Jn 1:9  I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 

3Jn 1:10  Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.

3Jn 1:11  Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 
1.
This can happen when someone is jealous of the preacher or teachers in the church. 

Act 14:19  And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.

2.
It can happen when a person is publicly thanked for a deed, and another person is unintentionally over looked. 

3.
It can also happen when we think more highly of ourselves than we should. 
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Rom 12:3  For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
4.
Apart from the mercy of God, we are nothing. We deserve Hell, and if we get anything else, we should be most thankful. 
IV.
We are warned that in the last days, covetousness will be the spirit of the times. We are also told what to do about these type teachers:

2Ti 3:1  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 

2Ti 3:2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

2Ti 3:3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 

2Ti 3:4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 

2Ti 3:5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
Lesson 6 The Tenth Commandment
Covetousness is the sin Jesus commands us to heed and beware of: Luk 12:15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 

I.
Often times, Covetousness is cloaked in virtue. One appears to be frugal, or motivated. 

A.
Frugal, in that he will not give to good causes. 



1.
Will only tithe, but will not give an offering. 

2.
Will not help the needy, by determining the person should apply himself more, not discerning there is a real need. 

B.
Motivated, in that his business consumes him, and under the cloak of “necessity”, makes poor decisions. 

1.
Misses church due to work, that simply is not necessary. 

2.
Deserts his family responsibilities due to the supposed need to work. 

1Th 2:5  For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness:



3.
Under a cloak of flattering words, or good intentions, one can be covetous, and others think they are being frugal, motivated or careful. 

II.
Covetousness is an enemy to grace. It causes those around to be fooled into believing that the covetous man had good intentions. He appeared to mean well, but it was solely for his advantage. 
A fable: A hedgehog was making his way on a stormy night to his home. The weather became so foul, he stopped by the home of several conies. He asked for admittance, because he said he really needed out of the weather. The gracious conies allowed him in. But once in, he set up his prickles and eventually forced the conies out into the weather. He liked their nice burrow so well, he felt as though he deserved it. 


As soon as he tasted that which he did not have, he wanted it for himself. His good intentions were tempted and he became covetous before he knew what happened. 


The horror is that he felt justified. 

This may not be so much a fable as reality for many. 


A.
Thomas Watson says “You may as well bid and elephant fly as a covetous man to live by faith.”
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B.
A covetous person does not depend upon God, but his wit and ability to connive. 
III.
Covetousness is dishonorable to true religion. 

A.
Men who say their hopes are above, but live with their hearts and focus below are covetous. 

B.
They are like the lapwing, who wears a crown on his head, but his diet consists of what he can dig out of dunghills. He eats bugs from manure. 
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Notice the Crown on his head, he raises it in pride to find a mate, to ward of enemies, yet he bows his head and feeds from dung. 


C.
Jer 45:5  And seekest thou great things for thyself? seek them not: 

D.
We are commanded to seek first the Kingdom of God and HIS righteousness. We should covet to have HIS righteousness before our own. 

E.
Covetous men are shut out of heaven. Eph 5:5  For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
F.
A ferry in China continued to overload with passengers because of profit. That boat sank and 47 people perished, yet the captain escaped alive with the money box! This was a covetous man. 

Lesson 7 The Tenth Commandment
What is the cure for Covetousness? 

I.
Faith. 1Jn 5:4  For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

A.
The root of covetousness is distrust of God’s providence, and his Word. 

Psa 56:4  In God I will praise his word, in God I have put my trust; I will not fear what flesh can do unto me. 
Psa 119:42  So shall I have wherewith to answer him that reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word. 
Pro 30:5  Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.
2Sa 22:31  As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him.


B.
Faith believes that if God will feed the sparrow, he will feed me. 

Mat 6:26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 


C.
Faith is the cure of worry. When one is worried, he has no faith. 

Mat 6:25  Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 

Mat 6:26  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

Mat 6:27  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? 

Mat 6:28  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: 

Mat 6:29  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

Mat 6:30  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith?

D.
Faith is the cure of fear. The spirit that God has given is not of fear. 

2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
II.
Not only is faith the answer, but a practical practice of prudence. 


A.
We are not to covet our neighbor’s wife. 



1.
Be thankful for your own wife. 



2.
Count her a blessing from God. 

3.
Know that in God’s providence, you have exactly who God desired you to have. 

4.
Know that your wife’s weaknesses were designed by God to conform you to the image of Christ. 

5.
Know that the call on your life is to Love your wife as Christ loves the Church and gave himself for it. 

6.
Know that your neighbor’s wife belongs to another, and you would be a thief to have her, an adulterer to consider her, and hell bound to keep her. 

B.
We are not to covet our neighbors house. 



1.
Remember that God said:

 Pro 16:8  Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues without right.
Psa 37:16  A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked.

2.
Remember that God said that in his house are many mansions, and he is preparing one for us. 

Joh 14:2  In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.



3.
Be thankful for the home you have.

1Th 5:18  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

C.
A question: Why is the house put before the wife in Exodus, and the wife is put before the house in Deuteronomy? 
Exo 20:17  Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's.

Deu 5:21  Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour's.

Since the first giving of the law was in Exodus, a house must proceed a wife. Without the house, there is no need for a wife. This is the order laid out in proverbs for men who seek to have a spouse.  Without an income, and a place to live, to have a wife was considered foolishness. What could you offer her? How could you care for her. 
Pro 24:27  Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house. 

Thus the second giving of the Law was in Deuteronomy, and the wife is put before the house because Israel was given homes upon entering the promised land. 

Since a wife is valued very highly, she is placed first in this list: 

Pro 31:10  Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.

D. Question: What is the best remedy to keep from coveting that which is our neighbors? 

1.
First, keep your eyes on the things you are supposed to be focusing on. 

Pro 4:25  Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 



2.
Secondly, learn contentment:

Php 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.
3.
Thirdly, believe that the condition you are in is the best place for you to be, as God has by his providence carved out a place for you in his care. 




Remember, great estates can be great snares. 

1Ti 6:9  But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.
4.
Finally, remember that the less you have, the less you will give account for on the day of judgment. Since each of us are stewards, if you have little to care for, do well with what you have, and you may have more. Do the best with what you have, and give glory to God for it. 
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